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Curriculum 

links

interpret a range of sources of geographical information, 
including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

human geography relating to: population and urbanisation

use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse 
and interpret places and data

Cities and urban society – An overview of the causes and 
effects of rapid urbanisation

describe and interpret geo-spatial data presented in a GIS 
framework



Layers of London is a map-based heritage 

project Layers of London brings together, for the first time, a significant 

collection of digitised historic maps, photos and other information 

provided by the public and  key partners across London.



Map layers and historical records



Using GIS

 In a GIS, you connect data with geography

 What data are we adding to geography on Layers of London?

 Why do you think we took this approach?

 By mapping we can understand the data by seeing how it relates to other 
things in a geographic context



How we use GIS



Explore the records on the map – you can search by location

using the top right hand side search bar, or the looking glass

search on the left hand side panel, where you can search by

key word, era, or time-frame.



Population and Urbanisation

 Search for key terms relating to these themes in the search bar on the left 

hand side menu to see what you can find

 Now search using the ‘era’ feature on the same search bar – how does the 

material change when you look at earlier periods in London to later periods, 

and what does this tell us about London and how it changed over time?

 Explore the collections using the collections button on the left hand side 

menu

 Choose one which relates to the topic and population and urbanisation and 

share this with your class



These maps have 

been geo-

referenced, this is 

when you stretch 
and manipulate 

them so they fit 

over the top of a 

map of London 

today perfectly. 
Then it is easy to 

slide historic maps 

over the top to see 

how the city has 

changed.



Why do we need to geo-reference these 

historic maps?

 Think about why old maps might not be as accurate as maps today

 How do we make maps today?

 How did they make maps in the 1600’s? Do some research online and then 
discuss this first question again as a group to see if you were right









Take some time to 

explore the map layers 

and data-sets


