How to create a
class collection

This booklet has been created by the Layers of London project (layersoflondon.org) for teachers
of primary and secondary school students. This is the same booklet that is given to students
although text in red is specifically actions for teacher such as starting discussions. Please note
we also offer free 1 hour CPD sessions for staff who would like support using these resources.

Layers of London is an online map of all of London’s 32 boroughs.
Anyone can add their stories, photographs, videos and research to
the map at exact locations such as buildings, parks, roads, estates,
places of worship, markets and more.
These are your learning questions, at the end of the booklet we will re-visit these to
measure how much you have learnt. Please review these at the end of each lesson and
ask students to tick them when they are completed.


Can you think of 3 different ways you can find out historical information?



Can you locate places on a map that you are interested in?



Can you write engaging entries and add them to the Layers of London map so
that people can learn more about their local history?



Can you think of reasons why crowd-sourced history is beneficial?



When using maps as a historical source; what kind of things do you need to ask
about the map?

Learning about your local history


1.

Where can you find information about your local history? Discuss this with your
class-mates and write down your thoughts below.

As a class discuss your ideas and expand your mind-map with other people’s
ideas and thoughts.



Discuss as a class which sources you would prefer to use and why? What are
the benefits of using your preferred source to help learn about your local history?



Your class will now decide how you want to start your historical research. This
may be a visit to a local archive or to start searching online; depending on which
sources you decided you wanted to explore in the discussion above. Students
are encouraged to document this process by taking photographs and notes of
things that interest them in this preliminary research.



Now back in the classroom, you can start to discuss what your collection will be
about. This can be a topic that interests the whole class such as ‘Victorians in
Plaistow’ or it might be a certain area like the road your school is situated on,
‘The history of Lewisham High Street’. There must be a place or theme that ties
the collection together though as everyone is going to contribute to this collection
individually. Here are some ideas that can help and are relevant to most places
in London that you can use as collections if your class is struggling to decide.



How did WW2 affect [insert name of area]?



You could create a walk showing interesting features in your area



You could decide to interview local people in your area asking them how the area
has changed over time



You could decide to map historic buildings in your area



You could research interesting people that come from the area (like suffragettes,
celebrities, politicians, soldiers that served in wars)

Europe in modern times. Watch this video to find out more!

Go to layersoflondon.org and explore the map in pairs;
Tips for using the map:
 Click on ‘Map’ on the left hand side of the top menu
 Now on the left hand side you can move the map around and zoom in
and out to try and find your area
 All the black boxes are stories about your area, you can click on them
and they will open
 On the right hand side you can see stories about your area that will
refresh, you can click on these if you find want to find out more



Can you find the streets where you live?



Can you find your school?



Records are the black boxes you can see on the map, when you click on them
they open up with information, photographs and videos. Explore any 'records'
of information near your area and choose one you both find interesting to
present to the class.



Explain to the class that all the content is user-generated and the project relies
on the public to add these stories and memories to the website. Ask them to
discuss the pros and cons of ‘crowd-sourced’ history.



What are the benefits of crowd-sourced histories?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..



What are the disadvantages of crowd-sourced histories?
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

The Layers of London website is an example of GIS mapping. GIS stands for
Geographic information systems and we use them all the time without realising!
Have you ever:




Used google maps to try and find somewhere?
Taken a selfie on social media and set your location?
Used a website that has asked for your location?

If you answered yes to any of these questions then you know about GIS maps!

GIS is a geography based way of gathering, managing and understanding (analysing)
information. It enables us to understand relationships between different sets of
information, for example, where pupils at a certain school live, and the distance they

Using maps as historical sources

Go to the ‘Layers’ button on the left hand side menu. It looks like two squares on top of
each other. Now you are given a choice of historical maps. Click on the ‘William
Morgan’s map’ and press the ‘use this layer’ button. Now click on the ‘x’ on the top, right

hand corner and you will go back to the map page. If you click on the small arrow in the
middle of the page, this will close the left hand side menu of stories and make the map
bigger. Now you can easily see the Morgan map overlaid over the map of London
today. Move around the map and zoom in and out to explore this historic map. You can
use the ‘layer tools’ menu that appears on the bottom left corner to move the slider left
and right to make the map become transparent so it is easy to see the differences in the
maps.



If you find the Victoria Embankment you can see that the river used to be wider
here but since then the city has expanded over what used to be the Thames.



Can you find London Bridge?



What is different about this map to maps we use today?



Now look at the edges of the Morgan map; what has happened to the size of
the city over time? Write your findings below in a sentence:
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………



Ask the class why we use maps as historical sources. What are they good for
telling us about our past? Ask your class to find prisons and slums on the
Morgan map, which they won’t be able to do even though London had many of
both at the time of its drawing. This map was drawn to not include these
features because it wanted to show London as clean and successful and didn’t
want to show the crime and bad living conditions of the day – showing that
maps aren’t always accurate as historical sources and we need to think about
why they were paid, who paid for it to be made and how they made maps at the
time.



Does your area show on the Morgan map? If not explore the other historical
map layers



Choose one of the maps on the ‘Layers’ page and research it online to find the
answer to these questions;



Who made the map?



When was it made? How did they make maps at this time?



Who paid for the map?



Why was the map made?



How do all these factors affect to map?

Creating a class collection to add to the Layers of London
map
A collection is a set of ‘records’. Collections can be about anything from Black History in
Lambeth to public libraries all over London! Explore the collections on the map by
clicking on the ‘collections button’ on the left hand side of he menu. Some are made by
whole teams or people, individuals or are open to the public so anyone can add their
information. We think everyone has interesting and important memories and stories to
share. It doesn’t matter if you have only been in London for a week, if you are never
been to central London or your memory only happened last week!

You can use this form to plan your collection with your classmates:

Name of your collection:
……………………………………………………………………
What tools will you use to research this topic?
 Wikipedia
 Your local museum or archives
 Oral history interviews (you can record them yourselves or find already existing
ones) You will need to create a list of questions to ask people!
 Local history books or magazines
 Youtube
 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
 Your family and friends or neighbours. You will need to create a list of questions
to ask people!
 Community members such as shopkeepers or council members. You will need to
create a list of questions to ask people!
 Libraries
 https://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
 https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/
 https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/photographs

What kind of media will you be adding to your collection?






Video
Audio
Text
Photographs

Please contact the project if you need resources or support using these resources.

How many records will you have in your collection? ……..
Will everyone write a records each or will some people write and some research? My
role in this team is to: ……………………………………………………………….

You now need to go to layersoflondon.org and make an account. Next, click on
the ‘create collection’ button to start the collection to which your students will
individually add records . Name this appropriately and then save. Now you can
click on the ‘Your Profile’ button on the bottom left of the screen. Once here, click
on the ‘for teachers’ section. Copy and paste the link on the screen and email it to
all your students. They will work on individual records and save them as drafts.
You can access all the drafts in the ‘Your Profile’ section in ‘records and
collections’. Here you can edit and publish these records when you are happy for
them to go live on the website.

What information do I need for my record in the class
collection?
The best way to do this is go to the ‘add record’ form to you can see what information
you need to add;



Your teacher will send you a link to your email
Follow this link and it will take you to Layers of London to a screen
like this:





You need to find the place where you are adding your records, you
can move around the map to do this. Try and make it as accurate
as possible.
Once you click on the place you want to add your record, you can
see you will need a title, some information, a date or a date range.
It is also important here to add any ‘sources’; this means if you
have used any information from other websites, books or
photographs that are not yours then you MUST add them in here.



If you are using a photograph or copying text from other website
you must make sure you put that website URL into the form



You can also upload video, audio, images or text!



You can go back and edit all your records so don’t worry if you
make any mistakes



Once you have finished you need to click the ‘save draft’ button on
the bottom right. This will send your work to your teacher so they
can check your work before it goes onto the website.

Congratulations! You have now added your research
to a public history project!

Before you finish!
Take a look again at the questions we asked you at the start to see how much you have
learnt:


Can you think of 3 different ways you can find out historical information?



Can you locate places on a map that you are interested in?



Can you write interesting, informative entries and add them to the Layers of
London map so that people can learn more about their local history?



Can you think of reasons why crowd-sourced history is beneficial?



When using maps as a historical source; what kind of things do you need to ask
about the map?

Teacher evaluation –
We would really appreciate your feedback on these free resources and the teacher tools
on the website.

1. Out of 10 (1 being very difficult and 10 being very easy); how easy was this
resource to use with your students to create a class collection?
2. How long did it take your to prepare using this with your students?
3. How likely are you to use these resources with other learners in future?
4. What part of the curriculum were you hoping to cover with these resources?
5. Do you have any comments or feedback so we can improve the website and/or
the resources?
Please send this feedback to: layersoflondon@lon.ac.uk

