
Student placement brief – October 2018 –Bexley archives and Layers of London 

 

 

The University of London’s Institute of Historical Research (IHR), in collaboration with the National 

Archives, Historic England, the British Library, Museum of London Archaeology, London 

Metropolitan Archives, Birkbeck University and other partners, is currently delivering a project called 

Layers of London. This will engage with hundreds of thousands of Londoners from across the city’s 

32 boroughs and provide them with the tools to explore and share their histories and identities 

through our state-of-the-art website (layersoflondon.org). The website enables Londoners 

contribute to developing a record of our great multicultural city, using layered historic maps to 

record hundreds of thousands of stories, recording fresh and neglected voices, perspectives, 

memories and histories.  

We work with Bexley local studies and archives to explore, publish and help people engage with the 

interesting history of the borough. There has been extensive research on Bexleyheath Broadway and 

Sidcup High Street and how these streets have changed over time with over 600 images, shop 

directory information, building plans etc being collated to help tell this story. Many of these images 

are already on the map but there are other high streets in Bexley that we would like to be added to 

the map. We are looking to add this content to the Layers of London map as a collection, geo-

referenced to their current/past locations to further enrich the historical resource. 

 

We are looking for a student who will work to: 

 Add the images and content held at the Bexley local studies centre and archive and curate 

them into collection/s on Layers of London; you can choose the high street/s you want to 

focus on based on your knowledge, interest and by researching the collection at the archive. 

 Further research gaps in the history of the High Street/s to extend current research 

 Write blog posts about your experience and curate our social media presence around this 

exciting new entry to the website to drum up interest from the public and sector. You may 

be asked to help in this way with Bexley local studies and archives social media too. 

 We would like you to take contemporary photographs of parts of the High Streets now to 

compare for users of the website how these areas have changed over time 

 

You may also want to: 



 Create an educational resource pack based on this theme for use as a one-off lesson in 

classrooms for KS3 students 

 Add some pins to the website to tell Bexley’s history more generally to put these histories in 

context (ie. Watling Street roman road, The Enclosure act, Red House etc) 

 

 

Requirements for the role: 

 

 We are looking for students with an interest in public engagement, online engagement, 

archives and museums, community engagement, social and local history and geography.  

 Applicants must be confident in using Microsoft Word and writing for social media and 

blogs. 

 

Desirable: 

 Experience of creating educational resources.  

 Knowledge of London and its history. 

 

We are asking for a contribution of approximately 4-5 voluntary hours per week between 8 

October and 10 December. We are flexible in terms of work schedule within this.  You will 

send a brief fortnightly report on your work and we will schedule a series of meetings to 

ensure you have all the resources you need. 

Training/support provided if necessary: 

 We will provide training on how to use the website and add content, including an 

introduction to the project and project team 

 We will provide support, guidance and models for educational resources. 

 We will support your use of social media/blog posts on our platforms. 

 

 

 

What we can offer you: 

 

 We will pay all your expenses if you are travelling as part of the project. 

 We will provide all necessary equipment for the duration of the placement. 

 We will provide suitable working spaces in the IHR although many tasks you may prefer to 

do remotely and we are happy to be flexible with this role so that the placement works for 

you (this role will often be based at Bexley archives as resources cannot be removed from 

the library). 

 We will offer you training to build your skills and contribute to your continuing professional 

development. 

 We will offer support and guidance for your future career. 

 References for future study/work on request. 

 


